
 

Catholics are           
encouraged to 

make pilgrimages to 
their local cathedral 
during the 2025      
Jubilee year.  

 

Bishop Barry C. 
Knestout has 

named four churches 
in the  diocese as     
pilgrimage sites for the 
Jubilee Year 2025:  
 

1. The Basilica of St. 
Mary of the Immaculate    

     Conception, Norfolk 

 

2.  The Cathedral of the  
     Sacred Heart    
  
3.  The Basilica of St.       
     Andrew, Roanoke  
     Parish Pilgrimage:  
     Dec. 13, 2025 
* Contact Parish Office for 
transportation options. 
 

4. The National Shrine of                             
Our Lady of Walsing-
ham, Williamsburg  

Bulletin Publication date: 
10/14/25 

 

MASS SCHEDULE:  
Saturday: 5:30pm/ Sunday at 8:30am and 10:30am/  

Tuesday and Thursday at 8:30am/  
Wednesday at 7:00pm 

Saint Mark 

THE CATHOLIC 

CHURCH OF 

October 26, 2025  

E– Giving 
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https://basilicaofsaintmary.org/
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To learn more about our parish, visit our website at: stmark parish.org or visit: https://www.facebook.com/CatholicChurchOfStMark 

This Week at Saint Mark 

October 27th - November 2nd, 2025 

MONDAY  

6:00pm  USCCB Respect Life Novena/Zoom 

7:15pm  OCIA Christian Formation 

TUESDAY  

8:30am  Daily Mass/Daily Chapel 
9:00am  Mother’s Group/ Sanctuary/ Nursery 

9:30am  Adult Bible Study/ Great Hall 
2:00pm  Daughters of Fatima Prayer Group/DC 

6:00pm  USCCB Respect Life Novena/Zoom 

7:00pm  Liturgy Committee Social/Great Hall  
WEDNESDAY 

10-1:00pm Food Pantry/ Great Hall 
6:00pm  USCCB Respect Life Novena/Zoom 

6:00pm  Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena/ Sanct 
6:30pm  Rosary/ Sanctuary 

7:00pm  Daily Mass/Sanctuary 

7:30pm  Conclusion of Rosary Month Potluck/GH 

THURSDAY 

6:00am  Men of St. Joseph/ Conference Room 

8:30am  Daily Mass/Daily Chapel 
9-11:00am PLARN/Great Hall 
6:00pm  USCCB Respect Life Novena/Zoom 

7:00pm  Adult Bible Study/Library 

7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal/ Sanctuary 

FRIDAY  

SATURDAY 

10:00am  All Saints Mass/ Sanctuary 

4:00pm  Reconciliation/Daily Chapel 
5:30pm  All Souls Mass/ Sanctuary 

  *Procession to Columbarium following Mass 

SUNDAY  

8:30am   Mass/ Sanctuary 

10:30am  Mass/ Sanctuary with Face Book Livestream 

  *Procession to Columbarium following Mass 

4-6:00pm Saintly Trunk or Treat/Parking lot 
Save the Date:   

• Dec. 13th - St. Andrew Parish Pilgrimage, Roanoke, VA;  
Call parish office for St. Mark bus/carpool transportation.  

Dana Reid, Merla Marcelo, Henrietta Mayr, Creed Clawson, 
Jayme Oliveira Filho, Louisa Morrison, Maribeth Baumgartner, 
Dare O’Ravitz, Joy Lepere, Angie Hudson, Caroline Padilla, 
Gigliola Kamp-Casto, Erlinda Mariado, Lorraine Stambaugh, 
Susan Colonna, Lexie Murray, Adriane Pennington, Rosendo 
Ibanez, Reynaldo Francisco, Annora Steiner, Julie Bellinger, 
Chandler Brewer, Val Kandis, Jay Davis, Olivia Wiggins,     
Armida Valmeo, Nikolas Pakkidis, Jeremiah Macaraeg, Sarada  
Kapuwatte,  Connie  Blanco, Ryan Steele, Paul Caddies,      
Patricia  MacCartney 

“Rooted in the Word...” 

Safe Restroom Use by Children 

In compliance with Office of Safe Environment  requirements, 
children under the age of 12  should be accompanied by an adult 
when using restroom facilities. At St. Mark, parents are encour-
aged to provide this supervision as needed. Thank you for your  
cooperation! 

 Daily Readings 

 

MONDAY   

10/27  Romans 8:12-17; Luke 13:10-17    
TUESDAY  Feast of Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles 

 10/28  Ephesians 2:19-22; Luke 6:12-16   
WEDNESDAY    

10/29  Romans 8:26-30; Luke 13:22-30  
  Troy Ogo †   
THURSDAY   

10/30  Romans 8:31b-39; Luke 13:31-35    
FRIDAY   

10/31  Romans 9:1-5; Luke 14:1-6       
SATURDAY  Sol. of All Saints 

11/1  Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 John 3:1-3;  
  Matthew 5:1-12a       

  Dante Acedo † 

  Eugenia Calimbas Manalo † 

SUNDAY 

11/2  Commemoration of All the Faithful     
  Departed (All Souls) 
  Wisdom 3:1-9; Romans 5:5-11;  
  John 6:37-40     

  Deceased Members of the Flores Family † 
  Epifanio and Apolonia Reynosa † 

                  Nenita A. Temelo † 

  Onofre and Maria Aquino † 

  Bill and April Lee– Special Intention 

The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (All Soul’s 
Day) will be celebrated Saturday, November 1st at the 5:30pm 
Mass and Sunday, November 2nd at 8:30 and 10:30am Masses. 
Photos of departed loved ones may be placed on display tables in 
the Commons for these masses and will remain for the month of 
November.  
Your name and phone number should be listed on the back of 
your framed loved one’s photo for return. 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of the following St. Mark 
long time parishioner.  
                       Ethel Hersey 

Let perpetual light shine upon her; may she rest in peace! Keep 
the Hersey family in your prayers. 

SACRAMENTS AT ST. MARK 

Contact Parish Secretary in the Parish Office to begin the 
processes of baptism, marriage, or other sacraments. 
BAPTISM: Celebrated the 1st weekend of the month except 
during Holy Week. Requirement: Families must be registered. 
Contact Religious Formation Office for Baptism classes prior to 
the Sacrament. Confirm Baptism date and time with Parish   
Secretary after all requirements have been turned in. 
MATRIMONY: Couples required to give 6 months notice   
before planning a wedding in the Parish. Please do not set date 
before contacting the Priest.  
RECONCILIATION: Celebrated 1st and 3rd Saturdays of the 
month at 4:00 p.m. 
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Is OCIA for You? 

Becoming a catholic is a joyous experience! Some  
receive this gift while they are infants, while others 
come into the catholic community later in life. 

If you are an individual who has not yet been baptized, or if you 
have been baptized but have not received Eucharist or          
Confirmation, and you are looking to deepen your faith, 
we're so glad you're here! 
 We invite you to learn more about the process through which 
we welcome or reconnect you with the Catholic Church, The 
journey is guided by members of our parish community, but is 
ultimately a personal journey in which you will grow in your 
identity as a Catholic. OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for 
Adults) meets Monday nights. 
 If you are interested in learning more and/or beginning OCIA, 
please contact the Formation Office(nicole@stmark-parish.org) 
and a member of the OCIA Team will contact you. 

    Nourished by the Sacraments 

LITURGY SCHEDULE: Saturday: 5:30pm/ Sunday at  8:30 & 10:30am/ Tuesday and Thursday at 8:30am/ Wednesday at 7:00pm 

A Reflection on  
The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 18:1-8 

 

  Both the first reading and the Psalms describe God as 
just and impartial, He listens to the cries of the oppressed and 
the humble. He ensures that their prayers are answered, and jus-
tice is swiftly delivered. 
 In the Gospel, Jesus teaches that genuine humility, not 
self-righteousness, leads to justification before God, as shown 
through a parable contrasting a Pharisee and a repentant Tax 
collector (a Publican). 
 The Publican felt the need for complete honesty, as he 
stood in the Temple of God. “Lord, be merciful,” he said; and 
went home with his sins forgiven and with relief in his heart. 
The Publican prays with a humble heart. 
 What was the problem with the prayer of the Pharisee? 
He was not wrong in thanking God for all the good he was able 
to do. He led an admirable life and gives good example within 
the Jewish tradition. According to his self-appraisal, he kept all 
the rules, from fasting and almsgiving to honesty and purity. 
However, he was wrong for condemning his neighbor the Tax 
Collector, he was wrong for making prayer a bragging exercise. 
He was wrong in canonizing himself as a living saint and     
laughing at the spiritual credentials of those whom he             
considered as spiritually inferior. And by this attitude, he       
undermines his other virtues. 
 Pride is like a worm, destroying the apple at its core. 
Indeed, it turns him from speaking to God, to talking about him-
self. His prayer dies. 
 In contrast, the tax collector, traditionally considered 
the lowest of the low in Jewish society, can only pray humbly 
that God will show him mercy for his sinfulness. 
 The lesson is quite clear to the disciples who are on the 
road with Jesus, and to us who journey with him through our 
Christian life: Salvation is not something that we earn through 
our own devices. We cannot depend on ourselves if we want to 
be saved. We are therefore invited to trust God, to serve others, 
and to admit our need for God’s mercy in our lives. Do stay 
blessed. 

Join Our Children’s Liturgy of the Word! 
We’re looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help bring our 
Children’s Liturgy to life! No experience? No problem! We’ll 
provide all the training you need. If you love working with kids 
and want to make a difference, come join the fun! Contact   
Nicole Brimer for details at (nicole@stmark-parish.org). 

mailto:nicole@stmark-parish.org
mailto:nicole@stmark-parish.org


“Building the Kingdom of God by Imaging Christ” 

Parish Office Hours: Sunday-Thursday: 9:00am – 3:00pm 

                      Justice                  Peace 

 

For information on our Justice & Peace Ministries visit: 
www.stmark-parish.org/ministries/justice-and-peace, or email: 

justiceandpeace@stmark-parish.org 

November: 12-15 oz. Cheerios (or store brand)/           
Individual Fruit Cups  
**Please check dates on donations as we are unable to 

accept expired products. 
Thanksgiving Food Baskets: It is that time of year!! 
This year, our goal is to help 110-125 families (St. Mark 
Parishioners In-Need, Catholic Charities, Samaritan 

House,  Department of Human Services, Refugee Resettlement, 
and  Jewish Family Services). We hope to provide each family 
with $45-50 in gift cards so they may purchase a Thanksgiving 
meal. We are handing out ‘reminder bags’ after all Masses     
November 8th/9th. Please place gift cards in marked box in the 
Commons, or you may also donate funds on our website via our 
Online Giving by selecting the “Thanksgiving Bags.” Fund. 
Gift Cards for our Thanksgiving Baskets need to be received no 
later than Sunday 11am November 23rd . Thank you in advance 
for your support!  

 

 

Thank you to all who prayed, 
donated time and/or items, 
and participated in this year’s 
Respect Life Month activities. 
Please continue to keep all 
life from conception to       
natural death in your thoughts 
and prayers.  

Parish              Life 

“I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
Upcoming Parish Life Events and Announcements 

• Marriage is a reason and a season to celebrate! Parish Life is 
keeping a compiled record of anniversaries in our parish. If you 
have not yet recorded your anniversary, please stop by the     
Parish Life table in the Great Hall and add your special day to 
the Anniversary Booklet. Anniversaries are posted on the Parish 
Life Bulletin Board each month. 
Happy Anniversary to the following St. Mark parishioners  

celebrating a October wedding anniversary this week! 
Mary Ann and Ed Collins - October 26th, 1985 (40 years) 

Felix and Tola Korode - October 27, 2007 (18 years) 

• The Wisdom Seekers group, for parishioners and friends 50+ 
years, next monthly potluck luncheon is Friday, November 
14th, 12 pm, in the Great Hall. This luncheon will have a 
Thanksgiving theme, turkey, gravy, mash potatoes, and dressing 
will be provided.  Please bring a complementary dish to share 
(Last name begins A-M protein or salad dish, N-Z fruit or     
desert). Please contact Mary Shaw (757)348-4460 for general 
group questions. 

St. Mark Pumpkin Patch: A Season of Giving, 
Helping Others Near and Far! 

Every year, St. Mark hosts our annual Pumpkin Patch to 
raise money to help people here at home and far away. By 
purchasing a pumpkin, you are directly contributing to: 
•Employment for the Navajo Reservation of New    
Mexico where the unemployment rate is a crushing 43%. 
Navajo farmers produce and transport their truckload of 
pumpkins to St. Mark for whatever income they provide.   
• Migrant Worker Ministry of Eastern Shore through   
Catholic Charities to support poor migrant workers who 
struggle to have adequate food, clothing and medical      
attention. 
• St. Mark Youth Ministry programs and activities such 
as youth leadership conferences, state and regional         
diocesan events, enriching the spiritual journeys of all St. 
Mark young people.  
• Local farm and home school life–skills lessons such as 
pie making and how to use leftover pumpkins as food for 
livestock. 

How Can You Help? 

• Buy a pumpkin for your family, friends, coworkers 
• Spread the word of our mission to family and friends 
• Volunteer in the patch to help with sales 
For more details on the St. Mark Pumpkin Patch or to       
volunteer, see the announcement on p. 5 of this bulletin. 

Respect Life Reception for Layette Donations  
Thanks to all who participated in the reception Saturday, 
October 18th for layette donations as part of the St. Mark 
Justice and Peace Respect Life Month activities. Lead 
organizer, Sharon Forni, welcomed and introduced        
representatives Jennifer, Lora and Liz from Birthright, 
Crisis Pregnancy Center, and Hope4Life who accepted 
the donations on behalf of their organizations. Thanks so 
much for your generosity to help mothers in need. 



 
 
 
 
Have you Heard… 
The famous Beatles song “Hey Jude”? It was written 
to comfort someone going through a tough time,       
reminding them to “take a sad song and make it        
better.” 
That message fits perfectly with St. 
Jude, one of Jesus’ twelve apostles! St. 
Jude is known as the patron saint of hope-
less causes, someone people pray to when 
things seem impossible or when they feel 
sad, scared, or stuck. Just like the song 
says, St. Jude reminds us not to give up 
hope. He helps us turn our “sad songs” into 
prayers of faith and trust in God. 

If you currently do not give online, but 
would like to be an online    contributor, 
please sign up at:     
giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/
stmarkvb or donate on 
the Parish Giving QR 
code.  
For more details or to  
donate, contact Parish 

Bookkeeper, MaryEllen Cussen, at bookkeep-
er@stmark-parish.org or call the parish office 

Announcements/ Giving/ Contact Information 

Fiscal 
Year 
July-

June 

October  
12 

Needed 
Year to 

Date 

New Fiscal 
Year 

Offertory 
Year to 

Date 

Excess/
(Short) 

Offertory $17,112    $285,500 $280,790 ($4,710) 
Family Count: 792 

Families using envelopes: 150 

Families using online donation: 187 

PARISH STAFF  
Rev. Fr. Eric Asamoah….……………………….…...freric@stmark-parish.org  
Rev. Mr. John Kren……………...………………......Acting Pastoral Associate                                                                          
      deacon_john@stmark-parish.org  
Sherry Smeland………………………………………….….... Parish Secretary 
            secretary@stmark-parish.org 

Mary Ellen Cussen……….…………………………………Business Manager 
                      bookkeeper@stmark-parish.org  
Mark Smeland…………………….….............……………...…..Music Director                                                                                                     
                                      music.director@stmark-parish.org 
Vikki Ignacio ……….….……….…………...……….Assistant Music Director 
Brian Gridley……….………....…………...…………..Facility/IT Coordinator 
Renee McCroskey………………….….……………...…….Nursery Supervisor 
Hank Harzold….…………………..............................Parish Council Chairman  
Tom Smith ………………………………………………..………….Custodian 

William McMican……….………………………….Finance Council Chairman 

 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION STAFF   
Fe Guzman……………..…….Director of Religious Formation/Youth Minister  
Nicole Brimer………………….………….Coordinator of Religious Formation  

RELIGIOUS FORMATION OFFICE HOURS 

 Monday-Thursday 9:00a.m. – 3:00p.m. Sunday 9:00a.m. - 2:00p.m.  
Phone: 757-479-9897 • Fax: 757-479-9897; Email: fe@stmark-parish.org  

Hello Pumpkin Patch Partners at St. Mark,  
We wanted to take a moment to recognize and thank you for the 
outstanding effort you’ve put in this year. Your sales are up 
compared to 2024 — a great accomplishment and a reflection 
of your hard work and commitment!  
We truly appreciate the energy and dedication you bring to     
promoting and selling your patch. Your success shows that your 
team’s focus and enthusiasm are paying off, and we’re excited 
to see the momentum continue throughout the rest of the      
season. 
Keep up the fantastic work — you’re making a real impact!  
Warm Regards, Brooklyn 

 Pumpkin Patch Fundraisers 

Mission Statement: Rooted in the Word...nourished by the      
Sacraments...Guided by the Holy Spirit...We, the people of St. Mark, 
are united in our desire to serve those who are in need, to give our 
gifts and talents...to build the Kingdom of God by imaging Jesus 
Christ…(Established 1978) 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stmarkvb

